
Richard Pollett
16 February 1986 - 27 September 2011

Richard Pollett will long be remembered  
as a violinist and musician of extraordinary 
depth, and for his intelligence, warmth and 
humility. Richard’s life was tragically cut 
short at the age of 25 in a bicycle accident, 
but the legacy of his many solo performances 
with orchestras and in particular his winning 
performance in the Symphony Australia 
2010 Young Performers Awards will remain. 
Richard touched many through his playing 
and his person, and was an inspiration to  
all who knew and heard him.

Born in Adelaide, Richard studied at the 
Queensland Conservatorium of Music 
Griffith University and at The University  
of Queensland. He went on to study at  
the Conservatorio della Svizzera Italiana 
Lugano and returned to study at the 
Australian National Academy of Music  
in 2010. Richard had a close association  
with the Australian Youth Orchestra and 
toured Europe with the orchestra.

As a soloist Richard appeared with the  
major Australian orchestras as well as the 
Orchestra of Lugano in Switzerland. In  
2011 he was studying at the Buchmann-
Mehta School of Music in Tel Aviv and had 
just done a tour of South America with  
their orchestra under Zubin Mehta, which 
was a great thrill for him.

The Richard Pollett Memorial Award 
has been established by Richard’s family 
and close friends in association with the 
Australian Youth Orchestra to honour his 
memory. Award(s) will be made annually 
to provide support and encouragement to 
young violinists who display outstanding 
personal and musical attributes. 
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The Richard Pollett Memorial Award  
 

Title: First name: Last name:

Address:

Suburb: State: Postcode:

Post nom:

Phone: Mobile

Email:

Please acknowledge my donation as (name of donor or trust)

I would like my donation to be anonymous.

1. CONTACT INFORMATION

2. DONATION METHOD

Please find my cheque, made payable to 'The Australian Youth Orchestra, enclosed.

$250 $500 $1,000 $3,000 $5,000 Other amount$10,000

 Credit Card

MasterCard American Express Visa

Card number:

Expiry date:

Cardholder name: Cardholder's signature

Security code:

*Please note Amex charges 4.362% 
on every transaction.

$250 $500 $1,000 $3,000 $5,000 Other amount$10,000

 
Card Type:

Mail this form to The Richard Pollett Memorial Award 
c/o The Australian Youth Orchestra, 'The Arts Exchange', Level 1, 10 Hickson Road, Millers Point, NSW 2000 
or fax to +61 2 9252 8033.  
For more information please visit the AYO website www.ayo.com.au. 
All donations over $2 are tax deductible under Sudivision 30BA of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. 
A receipt will be issued and sent to you within 7 days of reciept of your donation.  
The family and friends of Richard Pollett, and the Australian Youth Orchestra thank you for your donation.

Richard Pollett will long be remembered as a musician of extraordinary depth. This together with his 
unique personality of intelligence warmth and humility will remain for ever. Richard touched many 
through his playing and his person and was an inspiration to all who knew and heard  him. 
  
The Richard Pollett Memorial  Award has been established by Richard's family and close friends in 
association with the Australian Youth Orchestra to honour his memory. Award(s) will be made 
annually to provide support and encouragement to young violinists who display outstanding personal 
and musical attributes. 
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