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SEE INSIDE THE COAST’S
MOST EXCLUSIVE ADDRESSES
The Gold Coast’s most fabulous homes will be open for inspection in the Top 50 Gold Coast 

Homes magazine, appearing in the Gold Coast Bulletin this month. 

Make sure you check out some of the Coast’s most beautiful homes, sold across fi ve 
diff erent price ranges – from less than $500,000 up to $12 million.

Get your copy in the Gold Coast Bulletin on Friday, May 17.

Measles whips
through Wales
WALES is in the grip of a record
measles epidemic, with six cases a
day being recorded and no let-up in
sight.

In 2011, health officials recorded
just 19 cases of the potentially
deadly disease in the whole
country, but during the past four
months more than 1000 cases have
been seen in the country’s second
largest city of Swansea alone.

Officials confirmed 13 new cases
had emerged in the neighbouring
Gwent area in just two days and
dozens more were expected. The
national total is now more than
1230 cases since the outbreak last
November.

Pop-up clinics were set up on the
weekend offering the Mumps
Measles Rubella jab to some of the
10,000 10 to 18-year-olds in the
Gwent area not vaccinated.

Nationally, more than 43,000
non-routine jabs have been pro-
vided to mostly those in their teens
who were not vaccinated amid fears
in the late 1990s and early 2000s of
alleged links between the jab and
autism and or cancer. The links
have since been discredited.

Cyclists see a gap
in road safety law

Damien McFarline and Mitchell Rae would like to see a law giving cyclists greater protection from motorists. Photo: BRENDAN RADKE

MACKENZIE RAVN
ravnm@goldcoast.com.au

CLARIFYING how motorists and
cyclists should share the road is the
aim of a petition calling for a 1.5m
minimum distance between bikes
and other vehicles.

The change in legislation called
for by the petition would require all
motorists to maintain a minimum
distance of 1.5m between their
vehicle and a cyclist while overtak-
ing, except at intersections where
there would be a 30m exemption.

Safe Cycling Australia director
David Sharp submitted the petition
to the Queensland Parliament
on Friday.

Last Monday, cement truck
driver Luke Stevens was found not

guilty of causing the death of cyclist
and gifted musician Richard Pollet.
Mr Pollet, 25, died after being hit by
the cement truck’s rear tyres as the
driver attempted to overtake him
on a Brisbane road in 2011.

Mr Sharp said the not guilty ver-
dict was proof a change in legis-
lation was necessary.

‘‘The current laws say you must
allow distance while overtaking but
it is so open to interpretation and
so unenforceable that it is viewed
as more of a recommendation than
a law,’’ he said.

‘‘We’d like to see the existing
penalties become more concrete
and enforced by police.’’

Gold Coast Goldstars cycling
club president Damien McFarline
said the petition had received a lot

of interest. ‘‘There’s a wide range of
support from the cycling com-
munity and the public because it
will make Queensland roads safer
for cyclists and clarify the relation-
ship between motorists and cyclists
on the road,’’ he said.

‘‘(Close calls) between cyclists
and motorists happen on a regular
basis and as the Gold Coast is such
an ideal place to be a cyclist, it
would be great to see legislation
introduced that further enhances
road safety.’’

Mr McFarline said most bike
lanes on the Gold Coast were about
1m wide and commonsense should
play a big part in road safety.

‘‘If you have a narrow road then
the 1.5m rule wouldn’t always be
possible, but it’s a matter of com-

monsense . . . we might be cyclists
but we also drive cars so we experi-
ence both sides of the situation,’’ he
said.

RACQ spokeswoman Lynda
Schekoske said the law legislation
would make roads safer for all.

‘‘The RACQ supports the move
for legislation to provide for a 1.5m
gap between vehicles and cyclists
. . . we want to ensure all road users
are protected and we think this will
benefit everybody,’’ she said.

‘‘It should be the principle on all
roads – all road users must drive
and ride to the prevailing con-
ditions, so if the road is particularly
narrow and winding then obviously
people must use commonsense.’’

The petition is expected to be
tabled in Parliament on October 28.

Bad reaction
to ban on nuts
PARENTS are in revolt over school
lunchbox restrictions with four out
of five complaining schools are
overly concerned about food
brought to school and one in three
objecting to the banning of nuts.

Even the Allergy and Anaphyl-
axis Association says schoolwide
bans on nuts in lunchboxes are not
effective and the president of the
Primary Principals Association
Norm Hart says they are ‘‘wrong’’
and can’t be enforced.

The widespread angst about
school food bans was uncovered in
a Galaxy survey conducted on
behalf of health fund Medibank
Private’s 24/7 advice line for Food
Allergy Week.

Allergy and Anaphylaxis Associ-
ation president Marita Said said
there was a ‘‘lot of hysteria’’ about
food bans and her organisation did
not promote them.

Such bans often led to children
with allergies being stigmatised and
bullied and they allowed a handful
of parents to focus on the ban
rather than the restrictions of the
child who had the allergy, Ms
Said said.
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